(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 

International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
4 January 2001 (04.01,2001) 




PCT 



e hue ilium i! mm urn mi i ii ui inn tun imi urn mi iiinu mi uii tii[ 

(10) International Publication Number 

WO 01/01669 Al 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : H04N 1/00, 
G06F 17/60 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/JP00/04281 

(22) International Filing Date: 29 June 2000 (29.06.2000) 



(25) Filing Language: 

(26) Publication Language: 



English 



English 



Isehara-cho 5-chome, Kawagoe-shi, Saitama 350-1108 
(JP). TAKAHASHI, Hiroki [JP/JP]; 23-4, Kabemachi 
6-chome, Ome-shi, Tokyo 198-0036 (JP). KASAHARA, 
Takeshi [JP/JP]; 34-8-605, Musashinodai 2-chome, 
Fussa-shi, Tokyo 197-0013 (JP). MIZUNO, Kimiyasu 
[JP/JP]; 12-8-203, Kitadenen 2-chome, Fussa-shi, Tokyo 
197-0005 (JP). 

(74) Agent: KOMIZO, Satoshi; Kyohan Building, 7th floor, 7, 
Kandanishiki-cho 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0054 
(JP). 



(30) Priority Data: 

11/182936 
11/353865 



29 June 1999 (29.06.1999) JP 
14 December 1999 (14.12.1999) JP 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): CA- 
SIO COMPUTER CO., LTD. [JP/JP]; 6-2, Hon-machi 
1-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-8543 (JP). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): NIMURA, Wataru 
[JP/JP]; 7-1-308, Chigasemachi 1-chome, Ome-shi, Tokyo 
198-0043 (JP). MIZUSHINA, Takahiro [JP/JP]; 5-3, 



(81) Designated States (national): CN, KR, US. 

(84) Designated States (regional): European patent (DE, FR, 
GB, IT). 

Published: 

— With international search report. 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



(54) Title: PRINTING APPARATUS AND PRINTING METHOD 



o 



TOUCH PANEL 
CONTROLLER 



11 - 



ON 
MS 
\0 



CARD I/F 



DISPLAY 
CONTROLLER 




(57) Abstract: A card I/F (11) accepts a recording medium such as a flash memory card storing digital image data. A main controller 
(7) reads the image data from the recording medium in the card I/F (1 1). A touch panel controller (10) informs the main controller 
(7) of unit images designated by a user. The main controller sequentially supplies the designated unit image information and relating 
image data to 8 printers (14-1 to 14-8) to instruct them to print the images. The printers (14-1 to 14-8) print the designated unit 
image information for designated quantities. In a case where the user selects free printing through the touch panel controller (10), 
the main controller (7) synthesizes the designated unit image information with an advertisement image stored in a storage unit (8), 
and supplies resultant image data to the printers (14-1 to 14-8). 
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